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G R A M M A R  

Read the text below and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word 
which should not be there. If a line is correct put a tick (√) in the space next to the line and if a line has a 
word which should not be there, write that word in the space next to the line. There are 2 examples. 

DEAR SIR,  
 0/  I am writing to you because I would like to become a journalist when I leave      _____√ _______ 

00/ from school. Since you are the editor of the local newspaper, I was hoping         ___from ______ 

01/ that you might be able to give me some advice about what I should do. I            ______________ 

02/ have written some articles during my spare time and I am enclosing in two of    ______________ 

03/ them. I hope that you won´t mind it looking at and telling me whether      ______________ 

04/ you think they are good or not. I would appreciate for any comments you      ______________ 

05/ make because I am keen to learn. I also would wonder if you could advise me   ______________ 

06/ about a few other matters. Do you think it is better to do a course in the              ______________ 

07/ journalism at a college or to try to get a job as a junior reporter as soon as I    ______________ 

08/ will finish school? Do newspapers prefer to employ people with a qualification ______________ 

19/ in journalism or to train them while that they are actually doing the job?    ______________ 

10/ Another question I would like to ask is, would you advise me to specialize in   ______________ 

11/ one kind of reporting, such as politics, or although is it advisable to know a    ______________ 

12/ little bit about a lot of subjects? I am sure that you are likely very busy but   ______________ 

13/ I would be grateful for get any advice you could give me. Finally, would it be ______________ 

14/ possible to come into the newspaper offices one day and so that I could see     ______________ 

15/ how a real newspaper operates? I would welcome the opportunity to do that.   ______________ 

     Total ____/15pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y  

Read the text below and use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word 
that fits in the space in that same line.    

 
 

MURDER MYSTERY WEEKENDS 
 

Would you like to try something a bit (0) __unusual__? Are you tired of doing  USUAL 

things that you find (1) __________________? Then why not go on a murder mystery  BORE 

weekend?  

 On a murder mystery weekend, you become a/an (2) _____________________. DETECT  

You assemble at a hotel with your fellow guests. (3) ___________________afterwards, SHORT  

one of the guests is found “murdered”. (4) _____________________are not quite what APPEAR 

they seem. Who are the real guests and who are in (5) _____________________actors? REAL  

You have to solve the mystery and find out who the (6) _____________________is. MURDER  

There will be a series of cleverly (7) ____________________clues to help you to do HIDE  

this, and you will have to use all your mental powers to work out who committed the  

(8) _____________________crime.  SHOCK 

 These weekends are very popular, so it’s (9) ____________________to book early,  ADVISE 

because reservations (10) _____________________up very quickly. FULL   

 
 

 
 

 
Total ___/10 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Read the 3 articles below about celebrities who are also amateur artists. There is one task for 
you to do on the next page.  
 

A Vera Lynn, SINGER 

Vera loved painting as a child. “I used to steal my father´s house paints and, since his favourite 
colour was green, my pictures used mostly greens!” she remembers. 

“I dabbled with painting for a long time, but only had time to start seriously a couple of years 
ago. I discovered a local art class and when I saw some of the tutor´s work I thought, Ooh, I´d 
love to paint like that.” 

“I have always loved flowers, and they feature in most of my paintings. I enjoyed the magnolia I 
showed at the SAA exhibition because I liked doing the purple streaks in the petals.” 

“Nowadays I often get so involved in painting that my husband says. ‘Are we going to eat 
today?’ Painting takes my mind off other things. And it’s a complete contrast with my working 
life. If I mess it up, it doesn´t matter, because I don´t have a reputation to keep up.” 

B Arthur English, COMEDIAN 

Arthur said, “I´ve been interested in art all my life, but it was only when I was ill 15 years ago 
that I discovered that I could really lose myself in painting. It helped me a lot. I started off 
painting in oils, but was always too impatient and couldn´t wait for the paint to dry. So I tried 
acrylics, which were much better as they dry quickly.” 

“My picture for the SAA exhibition was of ships, and I had great fun experimenting with the 
colour of the sea and capturing the movement of the waves and the ships.” 

“Painting gives me a great sense of achievement. I´m amazed at the way my pictures turn out 
sometimes, and when a painting´s finished, it´s there to enjoy. I can look at it and think, ‘I did 
that.’ It´s not like other things in life, it´s permanent.” 

C Richard O´Brien, ACTOR 

Richard has loved painting since he was a boy. “I got very interested in painting when I was 
at high school. If I had the chance, I´d give up work and just paint. My wife says, ‘Well, why 
don´t you?’ But two of my children are still young so I have to earn a living for another 20 
years.” 

“Making time to paint is the biggest problem. But whenever I go to an art exhibition, I get so 
inspired that I rush home and get out my brushes! Before I start work I have a “warm up” 
session, drawing free hand with circles and swirls until my wrist is very loose. Then I just let 
it happen!” 

“The clown picture which was shown at the SAA exhibition was drawn with my little 
daughter´s coloured pencils. You can express yourself just as well with crayons as with oil 
paints.” 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  (continued) 

 
 
For questions 1-10, read the statements below and decide which person from the articles you 
read (A, B or C) it is referring to. The first one has been done for you.  

 
0. I like looking at my own paintings.       __B__ 

1. My paintings aren´t always as I´d expected them to be.     _____ 

2. I neglect other things when I’m painting.      _____ 

3. I don´t mind If I do a painting which is not very good.    _____ 

4. I would like to paint full-time.       _____ 

5. My attitude to painting has changed.      _____ 

6. My paintings generally have the same subject matter.    _____ 

7. I didn´t enjoy a certain type of painting.      _____ 

8. I sometimes see things that make me want to paint.    _____ 

9. Painting was good for me during a certain period.    _____ 

10. I do some exercises before I start painting.      _____ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Total ____/ 10 pts 
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L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

You will hear an interview with a young man who works for an advertising agency. Look at the 
statements below and decide it they are T (true) or F (false) according to what you hear. Circle 
your answers. There is an example. 
 
 

T  /  F  0.  Tim started to work in advertising because he could not get another job.  

T  /  F  1. He finds it hard to think up good slogans in the office. 

T  /  F  2. According to Tim, a good slogan should always be funny. 

T  /  F  3. The thing Tim likes best about his job is the people he works with.  

T  /  F  4. He never watches advertisements on TV.  

T  /  F  5. Tim wants to set up his own company. 
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